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2009 2010 2011

A1 Population 45.929.476 46.072.832 46.125.152 see def.

A2 Area (square Km) 505.370 505.600 505.600 see def.

A3 Average population density per square Km 90,88 91,13 91,23 see def.

A4 Birth rate per 1000 population 10,78 10,56 10,20 see def.

A5 Death rate per 1000 population 8,38 8,29 8,41 see def.

A6 Life expectancy at birth (years) 81,91 82,32 82,45

A6a Men 78,76 79,16 79,37

A6b Women 85,01 85,43 85,47

A7
Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) PPP$ per 
capita 32.001,50 31.574,70 32.086,50

see def.
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B1 Healthcare coverage of population Ministry of Health, Social 
Services and Equality see def.

B2 Gate-keeping system Ministry of Health, Social 
Services and Equality see def.

B3 Total health expenditure, PPP$ per capita 3.080,00 3.033,50 3.072,20 see def.

B4
Public sector health expenditure as % of total 
health expenditure 74,70% 74,20% 73,00% see def.

B5
Total health expenditure as % of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) 9,60% 9,60% 9,30% see def.

B5a Public sector health expenditure as % of GDP 7,20% 7,12% 6,96%

B5b Private sector health expenditure as % of GDP 2,44% 2,48% 2,50%

B6 Expenditure on inpatient care per capita (PPP$) 902,90 904,30 927,50 see def.

B7
Public inpatient expenditure as % of total 
inpatient expenditure 87,40% 87,20% 86,00% see def.

B8
Total inpatient expenditure as % of total health 
expenditure 29,30% 29,80% 30,20% see def.

99,7% of the Spanish population are covered by the National Health Service.
13,5% of the population take out additional private insurance.

B HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

The General Practitioners (GPs) allow the access to the specialists. 
Patients can go directly to the obstetrician (pregnancy) and ophthalmologist 
(eye exam). 
Patients go directly to the A&E (Accidents and Emergencies) of the hospitals, as 
well.

see def.
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B9 Public funding Ministry of Health, Social 
Services and Equality see def.

 

Taxes: 94,1%;
Social insurance contributions: 2,5%; 
Social insurance of the civil servants: 3,4%.
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C1 Administration and management

Ministry of Health,  Social 
Services and Equality- 

Estadística de 
establecimientos 

sanitarios con régimen de 
internado (indicadores 

hospitalarios) 

see def.

C2 Surveillance authority Ministry of Health, Social 
Services and Equality see def.

C

The Autonomous Communities through their Health Services finance and 
manage directly most of the public hospitals. 
In some of the Autonomous Communities there are different types of public and 
public-private partnership management of hospitals (e.g. public enterprise, 
public foundations, administrative concession).

The regulation of healthcare in hospitals depends on the Autonomous 
Communities.

HOSPITAL 
GOVERNANCE
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D1 Hospital financers

Ministry of Health,  Social 
Services and Equality- 

Estadística de 
establecimientos 

sanitarios con régimen de 
internado (indicadores 

hospitalarios) - año 2011

see def.

D2 Modes of payment Ministry of Health, Social 
Services and Equality see def.

D3 Use of DRGs Ministry of Health, Social 
Services and Equality see def.

D4 Hospital investments Ministry of Health, Social 
Services and Equality see def.

D HOSPITAL 
FINANCING

Public hospitals are financed by global budgets based on the previous year 
activity and also on their mix of DRGs.
Private hospitals commissioned by the public health service also have global 
budgeting based on the same premises. 
Other private hospitals are financed on a pay for service basis.

A Cohesion Fund set at a national level (Ministry of Health and Social Policy) 
compensates the Autonomous Communities for the attention to patients of 
another territory (i.e. patients of another Autonomous Communities of Spain) 
and it is based on DRG.

The Autonomous Communities are in charge of financing the investments of 
public hospitals. There are also experiences of Private Finance Initiative (PFI) and 
Public Private Partnership (PPP).  Investments of the private hospitals are funded 
by their owners.

DRGs were gradually introduced in the Spanish regions since 1994 for 
contracting and funding hospital services but also as a means to set objectives 
and benchmark quality results. 
Today most of the Health Services of the Autonomous Communities use DRG for 
their contract-programmes.

Public hospitals are funded by the Autonomous Communities.
Private hospitals for-profit and not-for-profit are funded partly or totally by the 
Autonomous Communities.
In 2009 were paid by public funds 78,75% of the all discharges (92% of the 
discharges in public hospitals and 8% of the discharges in private hospitals), 
while it was the private system to be in charge of the 21,25 % remaining 
discharges .

88% of the financing of public hospitals come from public funds. The remaining 
12% come from private sources: car accidents insurance & private insurance 
(8%), private patients (2,4%), and labour accidents insurance & other sources 
(1,5%).
35% of the financing of private hospitals come from public funds. The remaining 
65% come from private sources: car accidents insurance & private insurance 
(48%), private patients (12%), labour accidents insurance & other sources (4,8%).
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E1 Public / Private ownership see def.

E1a % of hospitals private for profit see def.
E1b % of hospitals private not for profit see def.

E2 Categories

Ministry of Health,  Social 
Services and Equality- 

Estadística de 
establecimientos 

sanitarios con régimen de 
internado (indicadores 

hospitalarios) - año 2011

see def.

E3 Total number of hospitals 770 765 763 see def.

E4 All hospitals per 100.000 population 1,68 1,66 1,65 see def.

E5 Total number of hospital beds 146.310 145.199 142.632 see def.

97.324 100.474 98.776
66,52% 69,20% 69,25% see def.

48.986 44.725 43.856
33,48% 30,80% 30,75% see def.

E6 All hospital beds per 100.000 population 318,55 315,15 309,23 see def.

E7 Number of inpatient care admissions/discharges 5.269.855 5.240.228 5.193.785 see def.

E8
Inpatient care admissions/discharges per 100 
population 11,47% 11,37% 11,26% see def.

E9
Average length of stay for all hospitals (bed-
days) 8,00 7,88 7,70 see def.

TOTAL HOSPITAL 
CARE PROVISION

E5a
Public inpatient hospital beds (number and % of 
all beds)

29,5% of private hospitals, in 2009

70,5% of private hospitals, in 2009

Coexistence of public hospitals, private not-for-profit hospitals and for-profit 
hospitals.
In 2009 the total number of hospitals was 770, of which:
 - 54,2% (417) private hospitals
 - 45,8% (353) public hospitals

Ministry of Health,  Social 
Services and Equality- 

Estadística de 
establecimientos 

sanitarios con régimen de 
internado (indicadores 

hospitalarios) - año 2011

E

Hospitals are classified on a ownership base: public; private for profit; private 
non-for-profit.
And on the level of care: acute care (general and specialised); long-stay; 
psychiatric care.

E5b
Private inpatient hospital beds (number and % of 
all beds)
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F1 Number of acute care hospitals 563 547 550 see def.

F1a Acute care hospitals as % of all hospitals 73,12% 71,50% 72,08% see def.

F2 Acute care hospitals per 100.000 population 1,23 1,19 1,19 see def.

F3 Number of acute care hospital beds 113.363 112.673 110.159 see def.

F3a
Acute care hospital beds as % of all hospitals 
beds 77,48% 77,60% 77,23%

see def.

F4 Acute care hospital beds per 100.000 population 246,82 244,55 238,83 see def.

F5
Number of acute care hospital 
admissions/discharges 5.179.660 5.173.759 5.114.315 see def.

F6
Acute care admissions/discharges per 100 
population 11,28% 11,23% 11,09% see def.

F7
Average length of stay for acute care hospitals 
(bed-days) 6,40 6,30 6,10 see def.

F8 Bed occupancy rate for acute care hospitals 77,60% 76,49% 75,38% see def.

F ACUTE CARE 
HOSPITAL PROVISION
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G1  Number of General Practitioners (GPs) 33.958 34.620 34.722 see def.

G1a  General Practitioners per 100.000 population 73,94 75,14 75,28 see def.

G1b Population per one GP 1.352,54 1.330,82 1.328,41 see def.

G2 Number of physicians 162.600 174.100 184.000 see def.

G2a Number of  physicians per 100.000 population 354,02 377,88 398,91 see def.

G3  % of physicians working in hospitals 62,36% 58,00% 55,28% see def.

G4  Number of nurses 233.654 232.380 252.813 see def.

G4a  Nurses per 100.000 population 508,72 504,38 548,10 see def.

G5  % of nurses working in hospitals 61,86% 64,02% ... see def.

G6 Number of nurses per doctor 1,44 1,33 1,37 see def.

G HEALTHCARE 
WORKFORCE
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