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Comparing countries €oess mortaltpwas highest in

respective of follow-up perioas observed for Danish cancer patients in 23 of the 33 cancer

sites 1n men and 26 of 35 sites in women, Low and similar levels of survival were observed for cancers of the oesophagus,
lung, Iiver and pancreas, while an 810 percentage point difference in survival was found between countries for colorectal

Cancer

(Conchusion> The notable differences in Nordic cancer patient survival can be linked to national variations in ¢isk)

factors, co-morbidity, and the implementation of screenmg, Improved treatment and primary prevention, in particular the
targeting of tobacco and alcohol use, 18 required to improve cancer control, TheTecently-initiated cancer plans in Denmark

and Norway are yet to show an observable effect on the corresponding cancer survival,
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Figure 3. Trends in the proportion of daily smokers in the Nordic countries by sex. (Sources: lines depict data from OECD (reference
[36]) while the circles represent data from reference [38]).

Survival of patients diagnosed with cancer in the Nordic countries up
to 19992003 followed to the end of 2006. A critical overview of the results
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Figure 4. Trends in alcohol consumption in the Nordic countries
(Source: reference [36]).
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Fig. 1. Overall survival curves after curative resection for nonsmall cell lung
cancer according to the Charlson comorbidity index (CCl).
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In summary,
the differences in survival between the Nordic coun-
tries likely relate to a range of host and nstitutional
determinants. They include a varying prevalence of
exposure to key risk factors such as tobacco and
alcohol, and resultant differences in co-morbidity, as
well as differences in the stage at presentation at
diagnosis, and in the treatment and management of
the disease.

Survival of patients diagnosed with cancer in the Nordic countries up
to 1999-2003 followed to the end of 2006. A critical overview of the results
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treatment strategies with
documented effects

* Long waiting times
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* Patients were not offered
treatment strategies with
documented effects

* Long waiting times

* Public access to
Information though the
Internet

* Younger generation did

not accept the inferior
treatment offers to their
parents
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Cancer Plan | (2000):

Primary focus were

Improvement of survival and
) capacities in technical

equipments in order to secure

reasonable waiting times

Sundhedsstyrelsen
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Research report (2004) regarding
the conditions for clinical
research concluded:

It is generally recognized that
the scientific outcome in
research fields calls for an
optimal organizational
Infrastructure

of the entire research network.




