
The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Malta

2005 2006 2007

A1 Population 403.509 406.453 409.092 see def.

A2 Area (square Km) 320 320 320,00 see def.

A3 Average population density per square Km 1.260,97 1.270,17 1.278,41 see def.

A4 Birth rate per 1000 population 9,56 9,55 9,50 see def.

A5 Death rate per 1000 population 7,76 7,91 7,60 see def.

A6 Life expectancy at birth (years) 79,44 79,59 80,05

A6a Men 77,24 77,07 77,65

A6b Women 81,41 81,98 82,29

A7
Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) PPP$ per 
capita 19.189,00 21.715,00  - see def.

DEF.

see def.

Notes
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The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Malta

2005 2006 2007
DEF.NotesITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA

B1 Healthcare coverage of population see def.

B2 Gate-keeping system see def.

B3 Total health expenditure, PPP$ per capita 1.665,61 1.871,83  - 
see def.

B4
Public sector health expenditure as % of total 
health expenditure 76,07% 76,39%  - 

see def.

B5
Total health expenditure as % of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) 8,68% 8,62%  - 

see def.

B5a Public sector health expenditure as % of GDP 6,50%  -  - 
B5b Private sector health expenditure as % of GDP 1,90%  -  - 

B6 Expenditure on inpatient care per capita (PPP$)  -  -  - 
see def.

B7
Public inpatient expenditure as % of total inpatient 
expenditure  -  -  - see def.

B8
Total inpatient expenditure as % of total health 
expenditure  -  -  - 

see def.

B9 Public funding see def.

B HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
see def.

The Health Service is still funded mainly by taxes. 

No

Universal coverage based on citizenship.                                              

Page 2 of 7



The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Malta

2005 2006 2007
DEF.NotesITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA

C1 Administration and management see def.

C2 Surveillance authority see def.

C HOSPITAL 
GOVERNANCE The Health Service is centralised and organised exclusively at 

national level.
The Ministry of Health is responsible for the funding and the 
provision of healthcare services for the entire population. It also 
regulates the private sector.
The Foundation for medical Services supports and promotes 
reseach and medical studies.

The Ministry of Health owns and manages the public hospitals. Its 
Service of institutional Health is responsible for the management of 
the everyday business of the hospitals. 
The Foundation for medical Services (a public body) also 
manages several hospitals.
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The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Malta

2005 2006 2007
DEF.NotesITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA

D1 Hospital financers see def.

D2 Modes of payment see def.

D3 Use of DRGs see def.

D4 Hospital investments see def.

D HOSPITAL FINANCING

The Ministry of Health determines the hospital budgets.

Hospitals have an annual budget based on their expenses in the 
previous year. Their payment is a mixed calculation: per day and 
per healthcare services provided.
For certain services, pathology-based tariffs have been 
introduced. 

Investments are decided at national level by the Ministry of 
Health.

Page 4 of 7



The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Malta

2005 2006 2007
DEF.NotesITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA

E1 Public / Private ownership see def.

E1a % of hospitals private for profit see def.

E1b % of hospitals private not for profit see def.

E2 Categories see def.

E3 Total number of hospitals 9 9 9 see def.

E4 All hospitals per 100.000 population 2,23 2,21 2,20 see def.

E5 Total number of hospital beds 3.007 3.068 3.192 see def.

2.843 2.904 3.028
94,55% 94,65% 94,86% see def.

164 164 164
5,45% 5,35% 5,14% see def.

E6 All hospital beds per 100.000 population 745,21 754,82 780,26 see def.

E7 Number of inpatient care admissions/discharges  -  -  - see def.

E8
Inpatient care admissions/discharges per 100 
population  -  -  - see def.

E9 Average length of stay for all hospitals (bed-days)  -  -  - see def.

Coexistence of public and private hospitals. 
The private sector offers a large variety of secondary and tertiary 
healthcare services, certain equipment is available only in the 
private sector.                                         

Hospitals are divided in two categories:
 - public hospitals (one with tertiary healthcare services);
 - private hospitals.

E5b
Private inpatient hospital beds (number and % of 
all beds)

E TOTAL HOSPITAL 
CARE PROVISION

E5a
Public inpatient hospital beds (number and % of 
all beds)
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The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Malta

2005 2006 2007
DEF.NotesITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA

F1 Number of acute care hospitals 6 6 6 see def.

F1a Acute care hospitals as % of all hospitals 66,67% 66,67% 66,67% see def.

F2 Acute care hospitals per 100.000 population 1,49 1,48 1,47 see def.

F3 Number of acute care hospital beds 1.129 1.158 1.102 see def.

F3a Acute care hospital beds as % of all hospitals beds 37,55% 37,74% 34,52%
see def.

F4 Acute care hospital beds per 100.000 population 279,80 284,90 269,38 see def.

F5
Number of acute care hospital 
admissions/discharges 44.534 45.788 44.030 see def.

F6
Acute care admissions/discharges per 100 
population 11,04% 11,27% 10,76% see def.

F7
Average length of stay for acute care hospitals 
(bed-days) 4,73 5,32 4,30 see def.

F8 87,53% 89,60% 80,40% see def.

F ACUTE CARE 
HOSPITAL PROVISION
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The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Malta

2005 2006 2007
DEF.NotesITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA

G1  Number of General Practitioners (GPs)  -  -  - see def.

G1a  General Practitioners per 100.000 population  -  -  - see def.

G1b Population per one GP  -  -  - see def.

G2 Number of physicians 1.407 1.564 1.357 see def.
G2a Number of  physicians per 100.000 population 348,69 384,79 331,71 see def.

G3  % of physicians working in hospitals  -  -  - see def.

G4  Number of nurses 2.221 2.280 2.387 see def.

G4a  Nurses per 100.000 population 550,42 560,95 583,49 see def.

G5  % of nurses working in hospitals  - 88,30% 88,30% see def.

G6 Number of nurses per doctor 1,58 1,46 1,76 see def.

G HEALTHCARE 
WORKFORCE
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