
The hospitals in the 27 European countries Country profile
Cyprus

2005 2006 2007

A1 Population 757.997 770.919 785.282 see def.

A2 Area (square Km) 9.251 9.251 9.251 see def.

A3 Average population density per square Km 81,94 83,33 84,89 see def.

A4 Birth rate per 1000 population 10,87 11,33 10,92 see def.

A5 Death rate per 1000 population 7,16 6,65 6,85 see def.

A6 Life expectancy at birth (years) 79,02 80,69 80,33

A6a Men 76,95 78,77 78,15

A6b Women 81,06 82,57 82,48

A7
Real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) PPP$ per 
capita 22.699,00 25.837,00  - see def.
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2005 2006 2007
ITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA
Notes DEF.

B1 Healthcare coverage of population

Department of Medical 
and Public Health 
Services, Ministry of Health 
Cyprus

see def.

B2 Gate-keeping system

Department of Medical 
and Public Health 
Services, Ministry of Health 
Cyprus

see def.

In the private health sector patients are free to choose their doctor, by 
private physicians or at polyclinics.  In the Public sector, patients are 
free to choose their own doctor by direct appointment or referrals to 
specialist care that are made by GPs.

Healthcare services are free of charge for about 75% of the 
population. 
15% to 20% benefit from a reduced tariff for the access to healthcare.
Universal charge at a very low tariff (€3.40-€20.50 depending on 
whether one is charged or not a fee for healthcare service) is made 
for inpatient care, by the government.  
Casualty is provided free of charge for everyone. 
In the  Private health sector, payment of fees is on a fee for service 
basis or medical funds (fully or partly) operated by trade unions or 
employers.
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ITEMS AND INDICATORS
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Notes DEF.

B3 Total health expenditure, PPP$ per capita 1.452,74 1.696,00 (**)  - 

(**) Source: WHO Statistical 
Information System 

(WHOSIS)

see def.

B4
Public sector health expenditure as % of total 
health expenditure 45,70% 44,80% (**)  - 

(**) Source: WHO Statistical 
Information System 

(WHOSIS)

see def.

B5
Total health expenditure as % of Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) 6,40%  -  - see def.

B5a Public sector health expenditure as % of GDP 2,70%  -  - 

B5b Private sector health expenditure as % of GDP 3,50%  -  - 

B6 Expenditure on inpatient care per capita (PPP$)  -  -  - 
see def.

B7
Public inpatient expenditure as % of total inpatient 
expenditure  -  -  - see def.

B8
Total inpatient expenditure as % of total health 
expenditure  -  -  - 

see def.

B9 Public funding

Department Medical and 
Public Health Services., 
www.mof.gov.cy, 
www.hio.org.cy

see def.

see def.

B

Funding of hospitals is provided out of the government budget mainly 
through taxes. A healthcare insurance fund will be introduced with the 
implementation of National Genenal Health Scheme.

HEALTHCARE SYSTEM
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2005 2006 2007
ITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA
Notes DEF.

C1 Administration and management

Department  Medical and 
Public Health Services, 
www.moh.gov.cy,  
 www. hio.org.cy

see def.

C2 Surveillance authority Department Medical and 
Public Health Services

see def.

 Public Hospitals belong to the State.  The administration and 
organization of hospitals is done at government level.  The Department 
of Medical and Public Health Services, Ministry of Health, is responsible 
for all hospitals´ administration and management.
An ongoing reform shall functionally decentralize hospital 
management, after the implementation of National General Health 
Scheme.C HOSPITAL 

GOVERNANCE

The overall coordination of the hospital system is centralised. The 
government is responsible for Health Services. The Ministry of Health is 
responsible for health policy and the corresponding budgetisation. 
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ITEMS AND INDICATORS
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Notes DEF.

D1 Hospital financers Department Medical and 
Public Health Services see def.

D2 Modes of payment Department Medical and 
Public Health Services 

see def.

D3 Use of DRGs Department Medical and 
Public Health Services   

see def.

D4 Hospital investments
Department Medical and 
Public Health Services, 
www.mof.gov.cy. 

see def.

Method is not currently in use. 
This method will be introduced with the implementation of  National 
General Health Scheme.

Healthcare is funded by Government Budget (100%).
The Ministry of Health determines the budget for the hospitals. The 
Government Budget is prepared by the Ministry of Finance and voted 
by the House of Representatives. 

Hospitals receive a global budget based on their past activities and 
inflation-adjusted.

The Ministry of Health decides investments to be made.

D HOSPITAL FINANCING
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2005 2006 2007
ITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA
Notes DEF.

E1 Public / Private ownership see def.

E1a % of hospitals private for profit see def.

E1b % of hospitals private not for profit see def.

E2 Categories
Department Medical and 
Public Health Services,         
www.mof.gov.cy/cystat

see def.

E3 Total number of hospitals 96 95  - see def.

E4 All hospitals per 100.000 population 12,67 12,32  - see def.

E5 Total number of hospital beds 2.847 2.864  - see def.

1.445 1.430
50,76% 49,93%  - see def.

1.402 1.434
49,24% 50,07%  - see def.

E6 All hospital beds per 100.000 population 375,60 371,50  - see def.

E7 Number of inpatient care admissions/discharges 59.894 60.586  - see def.

E8
Inpatient care admissions/discharges per 100 
population 7,90% 7,86%  - see def.

E9 Average length of stay for all hospitals (bed-days)  -  -  - see def.

E TOTAL HOSPITAL 
CARE PROVISION

In the Public Sector there are 5 General Hospitals (include all 
specialities´clinics i.e. Internal Medicin Heamatology, Cardiology, 
Nephrology, etc, and paramedical departments), 1 small rural hospital 
(up to 40 beds), 1 small rural hospital (up to 15 beds- not currently in 
use), 1 Childrens´Hospital (up to 205 beds) and 1 Mental Diseases 
Hospital (up to 160 beds), moreover there are urban and rural health 
centers (26 in total).
In the Private sector there are private hospitals (up to 757 beds), 
private polyclinics (up to 317 beds), private clinics (up to  355 beds) 
and daily care clinics (up to 44 beds).

E5b
Private inpatient hospital beds (number and % of 
all beds)

E5a
Public inpatient hospital beds (number and % of 
all beds)

Department Medical and 
Public Health Services95% of private hospitals are for profit 

5% of private hospitals are not for profit

Well balanced coexistence of public and private hospitals.
Both sectors attempt to coordinate their services better.
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ITEMS AND INDICATORS

DATA
Notes DEF.

F1 Number of acute care hospitals 95 94  - see def.

F1a Acute care hospitals as % of all hospitals 98,96% 98,95%  - see def.

F2 Acute care hospitals per 100.000 population 12,53 12,19  - see def.

F3 Number of acute care hospital beds 2.661 2.704  - see def.

F3a Acute care hospital beds as % of all hospitals beds 93,47% 94,41%  - 
see def.

F4 Acute care hospital beds per 100.000 population 351,06 350,75  - see def.

F5
Number of acute care hospital 
admissions/discharges 59.562 60.219  - see def.

F6
Acute care admissions/discharges per 100 
population 7,86% 7,81%  - see def.

F7
Average length of stay for acute care hospitals 
(bed-days) 6,00 5,80  - see def.

F8 Bed occupancy rate for acute care hospitals 83,70% 78,80%  - 
see def.

F ACUTE CARE 
HOSPITAL PROVISION
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Notes DEF.

G1  Number of General Practitioners (GPs)  -  -  - see def.

G1a  General Practitioners per 100.000 population  -  -  - see def.

G1b Population per one GP  -  -  - see def.

G2 Number of physicians 1.976 1.950  - see def.
G2a Number of  physicians per 100.000 population 260,69 252,94  - see def.

G3  % of physicians working in hospitals  -  -  - see def.

G4  Number of nurses 3.328 3.361  - see def.

G4a  Nurses per 100.000 population 439,06 435,97  - see def.

G5  % of nurses working in hospitals  -  -  - see def.

G6 Number of nurses per doctor 1,68 1,72  - see def.

G HEALTHCARE 
WORKFORCE
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